Future Productions

Nuffield Theatre, Southampton, January 19th to 23rd, 1999

The Cherry Orchard, Anton Chekhov

One of the great plays of the century and not to be missed.
Chekhov’s last play is a funny but poignant comedy about saying
goodbye to the past and hello to the future. It follows the changing
fortunes of the charming but feckless Ranevsky family and their
friends as they try to avoid the prospect of losing their estate through
bankruptcy and take refuge in memories of the past and hopes for
the future. Will their beloved cherry orchard be sold or saved from
the axe? The answer will make you laugh but it will also make you

cry.
Mottisfont Abbey, July 14th to 24th, 1999

Thieves’ Carnival, Jean Anouilh

Romance, masquerade, music, misunderstanding and comedy set in
a palatial home where two attractive heiresses are courted by three
loveable rogues. Set in the “roaring twenties” in France and now
transported into the classic lawns of Mottisfont makes an ideal
choice for a summer’s evening relaxation.
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Would you like to join us?

If you would like to join The Maskers Theatre Company as an active
member, Betty Riggs, our Membership Secretary, will be only too
pleased to hear from you!

Alternatively you may join the Friends of the Maskers. As a Friend
you will receive a regular newsletter with advance notice of all our
productions, plus free admission to most of our Workshop
performances. If you are interested in joining us as a full Member or
as a Friend then please call Betty Riggs on 01703-472619, and she will
explain how to join.

Printed by Howlett Reprographics

The Maskers Theatre Company

in the open air at
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Director Mollie Manns

Turner Sims Concert Hall TURNER

cSIMS -

at Southampton University

More than just a ticket agency for WILD OATS!

NEW SEASON PROGRAMME

features... CONCERT
HALL

Jazz/Folk from:
June Tabor, Martin Taylor, Abdullah Ibrahim
Classical concerts from:

Emma Kirkby, Lindsay String Quartet, llya Itin

plus so much more...

BOX OFFICE 01703 595151
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Refurbishment Confederation
Building Maintenance
and recognised as experts in Arts and Theatrical works

19/21 Archers Road
Southampton SO15 2LS
Telephone: (01703) 233629 Fax: (01703) 335044
E-Mail: building@grist.co.uk




John O’Keeffe

“An English Moliere” according to William Hazlitt was in fact born
in Abbey Street, Dublin in 1747. As a child he studied drawing,
learnt Greek, Latin and French and read Shakespeare, Ben Jonson,
Congreve and Farquhar. He began his stage career playing comedy
roles with a Dublin company and then took to writing plays full-time
because of failing eyesight (which gradually led to his becoming
totally blind in 1798). In 1762 he went to London for the first time,
living with an uncle and aunt. He roamed round London, drew a
great deal, went to the theatre including seeing Garrick play Lear
and wrote his first play, a comedy The Generous Lovers. The play was
never performed and the MS is lost. In all he wrote more than
seventy dramas, farces, pantomimes and comic operas of which the
best known is Wild Oats, for which he received 450 guineas. His main
successes were during the late 1770’s including Tony Lumpkin In Town
and The Son-in-Law.

He married Mary Heaphy in 1774 and they had three children,
Gerald, who died in infancy, John Tottenham and Adelaide. In 1783
he moved to Acton where he sat in the corner of a large garden and
dictated the plays and operas to John, his son. He was a writer
respected by both Congreve and Sheridan and much later in his
Recollections O’Keeffe writes “Perhaps I may not be accused of much
vanity when I state that Sheridan often gave his full opinion, that I
was the first that turned the public taste from the dullness of
sentiment, into which it was rapidly falling, towards the sprightly
channel of comic humour; and that I was the only one that could do
this.” After spending most of his life around the London and Dublin
theatres he moved to Chichester and then intending to retire in
Sidmouth he and daughter Adelaide stopped in Southampton on the
way. He was by now old and frail and they decided they liked the
area so much, they took up residence in Bedford Place, an area
described as “near Southampton”. He wrote some poems there and
his daughter read him novels of Sir Walter Scott. In St. Ronan’s Well
Scott had written “From Shakespeare to O’Keeffe”. O’Keeffe
remarked “Ah! The top and bottom of the ladder; he might have
shoved me a few sticks higher.”

He died at Bedford Cottage
(now Bassils the Chemists) and
was buried at All Saints
Church in Back of the Walls,
there being no Roman Catholic
church in Southampton (the
nearest being at Winchester) in
1833. His tombstone was
probably destroyed by vandals
at the end of the 19th century.
There was an interesting article
about O’Keeffe and the period
when he lived in Southampton
in the Hampshire Magazine
June 1992 edition, written by
John Edgar Mann, entitled
“The Forgotten Poet of Bedford
Place”.

THE CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF

COMPLEMENTARY MEDICINE

51 Bedford Place, Southampton SO15 2DT
01703 334752

14 Harley House, Upper Harley Street, London NW1 4PR
0171 2244159

Dr Julian Jessell-Kenyon M.D. M.B. Ch.B.
Dr George Lewith M.A. D.M. M.R.C.P. M.R.C.G.P.
Dr Michael Clark B.Sc. M.B.Ch.B D.Obst.R.C.0.G. M.F.Hom
Dr Deborah McManners M.B.B.S. L.F.Hom N.D.M.R.N.

A wide range of therapies are available depending on the condition,
including:
Acupuncture - Homeopathy - Environmental Medicine
Nutritional Medicine - Herbal Medicine

and Manipulative Techniques
Recognised by many Health Insurers




About the play

The play was first performed at the Covent Garden Theatre, London
in 1791. It was written some time after the great period of Restoration
Comedy, and while similar in style it has a subtler and less bawdy
touch. The play was written before O’Keeffe came to live in
Hampshire but it contains many local references such as Sir George
Thunder who says he lives “half a league this side of Gosport”, the
play’s actor hero Charles Rover tells Harry Thunder “the bills are
already up with our names tonight to play at Winchester” and the
villain, appropriately named Farmer Gammon is referred to as “a
Hampshire Hog”. From other references in the text it seems certain
that the play is set in and near Stockbridge, and the coach inn scene
is probably at the Grosvenor Hotel. Like his contemporary, Sheridan,
O’Keeffe liked to use play on words and Rover has a constant flow
of quotations from plays which he has performed, mainly
Shakespeare and other early 18th century writers. The play is
particularly well constructed with a steady flow of characters,
including sailors, ruffians, theatre types, Quakers and all the strands
and subplots fall into place with a neat denouement. The play is
based on eight locations during the fifteen scenes and early
performances were reputed to last up to four hours, most of which
was probably spent changing the sets! We will use the minimum of
scenery to indicate the various locations leaving your imagination to
fill in the details and the performances should run for around two
hours plus the interval.

The play tells the story of how Rover, the star of a travelling troupe
of actors, takes the role of his friend Harry Thunder, presents himself
as a suitor to Harry’s cousin, the Quaker Lady Amaranth and, by so
doing sets in motion a whole series of mistaken identities and
ingenious intrigues. Regular visitors to our productions at
Mottisfont may remember a similar set of mistaken identities from
our production of The Beaux Stratagem by George Farquhar, some ten
years ago.

The Grosvenor Hotel - Stockbridge
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{ For those special pictures just for yourself or to give as presents call me on the
| numbers below. Examples of my work may be seen elsewhere in this program and
‘ on the Front of House displays for this performance.

01703 732550 / mobile: 0468 901147 or Email: photo2@CWphotos.softnet.co.uk




Cast in order of speaking

JohnMDoTyE B, I B John Carrington
SinGeproellunderie. o 8. 8. bob S n Tean . 0 Albie Minns
EphraimiSmoothiames s Lo i iy o Bt Graham Buchanan
Ladyiamaranth ... .o SR | 8 1 o AR Belinda Drew
ooy SOERCRSE T A T L T B Emma Carrington
I a7t o BN, Ty CCRTING iy b . S Carl Donnington
Harry Thunder ... ... Alec Walters
ROVEE e b et o pin st ey b st e e Paul Mills
{20 gy e @ s g g (o) o MM A SERRTIR Rt ) RS DR L Y Sy David Pike
20 LIRS DR N X Bl o S T o OO Aty S S Paul Taylor
T O N e ) N R e e 0 e e M e s e e Sophie Scott
Banks .. ... ... . . R TR e bttt B Lt Harry Tuffill
% Tl o R N DIPTSR Je T PP T sy s Alan Watson
Landlady ... Christine Baker, Mollie Manns
Mistress Trap . . ... Hazel Burrows
T e N ST S0 Aoy St i i Ken Hann
D cidclua S T SRS * s e s e Y e Helen White
A e o I s T s e RO L 7, Sarah Lynn
BIESE RUFLIATY L ooss o oo oo s s w2 e s i 1 5 st Paul Baker
Second Ruffian . ... . Bruce Atkinson
Third Ruffian .. . ... ... ... Matthew Tuffill
SHErIffis OFICeI . coviin v vis bt i e st Derek Leslie

Villagers etc.. ... ................... .. Brenda Atkinson, Amber Holloway,
Sarah O’Leary, Nick Osmond,

Cameron Shiell, Kate Ward

Production crew

Blitector= 000 e LR o TR LR A Mollie Manns
Assistant to Director ... . Christine Baker
Costumes ....................... Serena Brown, Sandy Harlow, Kate Ward
5210 1o (o [CHTRRRE LS Lawrie Gee, Carmen Ortigosa, Antoinette Slaven
11t s SORE SRR n e i T B Clive Weeks, Tony Lawther,
and Nathan Weeks assisted by others

Properties ........................ Ella Lockett, Irene Shiell, Gill Buchanan
s o S WO TRERT R A FETR. TRTEE PO st e 1 ok Showbiz
Set Design & Construction .............. Douglas Shiell, Brian Langford,
Cameron Shiell, Amy Langford,

Geoff Cook

Stare Nldndeer i E Sl U S b Angie Barks
Beputy Stape Managent. 2L dn i et IS Lo Martin Ingoe
Front of House Managers ......... Ron Tillyer, Julia Jupp, Val Barwell
S OWETICS v - b i 15 5 5 b w50k ¢ s S o B bt s 4t i The Maskers
Programme Design........................ Harry Tuffill
Marketing and Publicity ...l s Harry Tuffill, Geoff Wharam

Our thanks for:

FUERGELTE . b L o il b Amber Antiques, Portswood

The Director wishes you a pleasant evening in the delightful setting
of Mottisfont Abbey and thanks the many Maskers and other friends
who have helped with this production.



The RSC revival

The play was rediscovered by The Royal Shakespeare Company and
presented at the Aldwych Theatre, London in December 1976,
directed by Clifford Williams. The initial cast included Alan Howard
as Rover, with Jeremy Irons as Harry Thunder, Zoe Wanamaker as
Jane and Ben Cross as Second Ruffian! Later productions included
appearances from John Nettles, James Bolam, Sinead Cusack and a
maid performed by Ruby Wax! The critics proclaimed the play
“a masterpiece”.

The critics

“The Royal Shakespeare Company has struck gold... this play is
better than She Stoops to Conquer... in fact I swear it is as good as
all but the very best of Congreve and Sheridan... I declare there is
not to be found a more entirely delectable entertainment pitched
between Heaven and Charing Cross.”

Bernard Levin The Sunday Times

“What strikes one most forcibly about Wild Oats is its rare
combination of generosity of spirit and mastery of situation... One
cannot be too grateful to the RSC for belatedly sowing its Wild Oats.”

Michael Billington The Guardian

“I doubt whether any audience in London has been more surprised
by joy than that for Wild Oats.”

Robert Cushman The Observer
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Stationery - Leaflets-NCR Sets
Brochures - Booklets- Labels- Price Lists
Menus: Etc.

Binding of Training Manuals, Documents,
Reports, Calendars etc.
Encapsulating/Laminating of Posters, Charts,
Photographs, Window Stickers, Badges,

ID Cards etc.

TELE/FAX: 01703 737672

99, Cedar Crescent, North Baddesley, Southampton, SO52 9FX

““ Qur images will help to enhance your own ”

THE CHRISTMAS SHOW AT THE
NUFFIELD THEATRE WILL BE

ALICE

A SHOW FOR EVERYONE
3 DECEMBER 1998 TO 16 JANUARY 1999

ADAPTED BY PATRICK SANDFORD

¢ ENCHANTMENT, MUSIC AND MAGIC
¢ A BRILLIANT CAST
¢ GREAT VALUE SEATS
¢ EXCELLENT SERVICE
¢ AT A TERRIFIC THEATRE

SALES OFFICE: 01703 671771




The Strolling Players

We can remember the days when the old strolling player was an
institution of the country...and when the annual visit of the strolling
company would awaken the curiosity of the town. The forerunners
of the company were sent in advance to secure an eligible barn - or
if fortune and the magistrates were kind, the town hall or courtroom
- in which to fit up the theatre-rural for a few weeks and to spot out
such lodgings as the suspicious townspeople, ever afraid of “the
players”, could be induced to let... Anon the waggon would lumber
into the town with the wonderful scenery, machinery, dresses,
decorations, and other paraphernalia... gradually the strollers
arrived at head-quarters, having strolled perhaps a matter of
seventeen miles.

Peter Paterson, Confessions of a Strolling Comedian, 1864

It was the custom of the London actors, especially the leading ones,
to do little more at rehearsals than read or repeat the words of their
parts, marking on them their entrances and exits as settled by the
stage manager and their respective places on the stage. To make any
display of passion or energy would be to expose oneself to the
ridicule or sneers of the green room.

William Charles Macready, Reminiscences, 1875

The Quakers

George Fox founded the Society of Friends in 1668 with the ideal of
absolute religious spontaneity under the direct guidance of the Spirit
of God. As late as this play the Friends were obliged to wear a
special, sober form of dress; to use a method of dating that
substituted “First Day” for “Sunday”; to use “thee” and “thou”in
ordinary speech; the men had to keep their hats on when custom
required them to take them off...Friends who were unwilling to be
pacifist or who married non-Quakers were expelled from the Society.

John Kent, Elizabeth Fry, 1962

1791 and all that

The Times newspaper, popularly known as The Thunderer had
started circulation. All Europe was in turmoil with Revolution in the
air. Louis XVI was still alive but a certain Lieutenant Napoleon was
watching and waiting his time. “Farmer” George III had lost
America after trying to raise swingeing taxes and he had turned his
attention to promoting an agricultural revolution which included the
introduction of new labour saving devices like the threshing
machines which shortly led to riots and the introduction of The Riot
Act. Highwaymen and Ruffians patrolled many of the roads. The
first convicts were settling in at Botany Bay. Canals were being built
for the transport of goods and steam power was in use in the new
textile mills. Britain was busy expanding the Empire and Wilberforce
introduced his first, unsuccessful bill to stop slavery. The
Marylebone Cricket Club set down the first rules of cricket but a man
could still be hanged for sheep or horse stealing, the last man hanged
for the latter is buried at St Johns Church in Itchen Abbas. Ballcock
WCs and production line tooth brushes were invented. John Wesley
died, aged 88. The following year the Methodists broke away from
the Anglican Church. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart died, aged 35.
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GOODWOOD
FURNITURE

Mike Liddiard

REPRODUCTION & RESTORATION
HIGHLY QUALIFIED 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Hand Made Furniture from a Foot Stool to a Kitchen

For further information call
01794-367880
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0% FINANCE ON TWO GREAT CARS
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for only -

£10,420
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SUZUKI SWIFT 1.0GL/1.0GLS SUZUKI BALENO 1.6GS

On the road price £6920 on the road price £10,420

Deposit £2150 Deposit £3250

Balance to Finance £4770 Balance to Finance £7170

24 Months of £198.75 36 Months of £199.17

Total amount payment £6920 Total amount payment £10,420
(0% APR) (0% APR)
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At Merlin Travel The Name to Remember for Luxury Mim Coach Travel

and Self Drive Hire.

We believe once you have experienced the service we offer as standard,
you will use us time and time again.

Chaulleur Driven Services

A 8 Scater Luxury Mini Coaches (Fully Air-conditioned)
?S;i Connections to All Major Airport, Seaport & Rail Stations
ggii Business Travel, Special Events, Weddings,

For Friendly Efficient Advice
Call FREE 0800 17 40 67

Vehicles Fitted With Drinks Refrigerators, Telephones, TV/Video, Traffic Master

A fammily business established - over 75 years in Southampton

NEWNANS

COMMERCIAL ROAD, TOTTON, SOUTHAMPTON

-
-
TEL: 01703 873888 ||

Kl

Self Drive Hire Department

9 Seater Luxury Minibuses (Fully Air-conditoned)
From £65.00 per day including Insurance

A
3 £z 12 Seater Minibus (Fully Air-condittoned)
%& From £70.00 per day including Insurance
A 7
& A 15 Seater Minibus
3 Irom £75.00 per day including Insurance
Y /f’ Budget Cars

L

From £15.00 per day including Insurance

Delivery & Collection Service Available

Call Reservations Free on 0800 17 40 67

Special Rates Available For Weekly Hire & We Also offer Our Weekend Specials
12 Noon Friday Through to 08:00 hrs on Monday Morning
Please Ask For Further details

REMEMBER CALL US FREE ON 0800 17 40 67

Merlin Travel Group ol Southampton (Registered with “The Briush Chauffeurs Guild)



