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PETER NICHOLS

writes to a producer of the play

I reedn't tell you, I'm sure, that this plece 1s
reither an attack on nor a defence of the Health
Service. When I told this to some Jjournalist 1n
an interview, before the play opened, he added to
my words: Not intentionally anyway. Only the title
leads people to expect it but, of course, I meant

that to refer to the health of the nation.

The other actors should not take their cue from
Barnet, who is not my mouthpiece. He 1s a man who
puts everything at its lowest value. He survives,
he's funny, but he misses the point...

I am only too aware that Barnet doesn't do much to
praise the Health Service or attack Private Medicine
but the play isn't about that anyway and I'm only
anxious to prevent people using it as Right Wing
propagandaes « e

Please feel free to make clear 1n programmes and

press releases that the play isn't an attack on
Medicare or Socialism or any other sensible under-
taking. I take it for granted that any decent community
would want its resources to be shared - whether they're
hospitals, libraries, parks, universities, houses, milk,
old masters or fresh salmon - and inasmuch as we fail
to share them, we fail to be respectable. But you can
see how difficult it is to say that in a play without
getting egg on your face. The emphasis might be on the
fact that the play's called The National Health, not
The National Health Service.
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TRAVEL SUBSIDY

Parties of 12 or more, for certain
protessional productions, may qualify
for a travel subsicy from the Southern
Arts Association. Applications should
be made in advance to Southern Arts
Association, 19 Southgate Street,
Winchester S023 4EB, from whom full

details may be obtained.
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The Nuffield Theatre acknowledges financial
assistance from the Southern Arts Association
and the Leisure Committee of the City of
Southampton towards the costs of
maintaining this theatre.

In accordance with the requirements of the
licensing authority :

1 The audience may leave at the ena of
the performance by all exit doors.

2 All gangways, corridors, staircases and
passageways which afford a means of
exit shall be kept entirely free from
obstruction.

3 Persons shall not be permitted to stand
or sit in any of the gangways except in
positions authorised by the licensing
authority and in the numbers indicated
in the notices exhibited in those positions.

4 The safety curtain shall be lowereda and
raised at each performance in the
presence of the audience.

The management reserves the right to
retuse admission, also to make any alteration
I the cast which may be rendered necessary
by iliness or other unavoidable causes.

The use of cameras or tape recorders In the
theatre is forbidden.



